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ficient mode of remuneration could be found for so great a
benefit received, offence was pretended in order not to
reward him. On the arrival of the caravels in Spain, the
king heard how dishonourably these injured men had been
brought home, with irons on their feet and prisoners.
Wherefore, moved by an admirable and compassionate
heart, he sent by post to Cadiz to have them restored to
liberty; and he desired that they should, as they deserved,
appear in his presence honourably accompanied and dressed,
like worthy men On their arrival they were courteously
received, were heard, their truth was accepted, and mea-
sures taken to punish the criminals.
When Bombadiglia, the new governor, had sent the pri-
soners off to Spain, Eoldan, with his companions, returned
to obedience, and all agreeing together, they began again to
work the islanders at their gold mines, not attending to any
thing but this wretched avarice, devoting all their ex-
ertions thereto. At this time King Ferdinand, who felt
in his own mind what he ought to do in justice to the past
events, sent Niccol6 d'Olanda to La Ida Espafwla, with
the authority of viceroy, to displace Bombadiglia. Accord-
ingly he left San Lucar with thirty sail, between ships
and caravels, and arrived at the island in forty days. Bomba-
diglio, seeing so powerful a superior arrive, immediately
made preparations to go back to Spain with the ships that
had brought the viceroy, and embarked with a great trea-
sure amounting to upwards of a hundred and fifty thousand
ducats; boasting that besides this, he was carrying many
pieces of gold to the queen, and among them was one
weighing three thousand ducats.
There were with him Roldan Ximenez and other officers,
besides four hundred Spaniards, all rich men, and, quit-
ting the island, they began their voyage. We should here re-
flect on the justice of the Almighty in punishing the malig-
nity of man, and remember, that all our treasures and